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Chapter 29
KALA AND HASH
( The Serpent and The Elephant)
Sage Bharadwaja told Rornasa that he was thrilled to
hear the way in which the spider attained salvation in
Dakshina Kailasa. "I am eager to know the episode relating
to the serpent and the elephant that got moksha there."
Romasa began:
"Once a brahmin well-versed in vedas lived in the
vicinity of Malaya mountain. He was very poor. For the
sake of others he would fast and keep awake on Sivarathri
days. He performed worship for the sake of some
consideration from a few devotees. But he was quite sincere
in his efforts. In due course he died bitten by a serpent. As
he accepted money for the pujas he performed in his
previous birth he was born as a mighty elephant. Even as
an elephant he was devoted to Lord Siva and never failed
to worship the luminous Vayulinga with tender bilva leaves
and blossomed lotuses. Even Gods applauded the depth
of devotion of the elephant.
Contemporarily there was another brahmin who lived
in a cave of the Himalayas. He was also very learned and
was devoted to Sankara. He witnessed a Gandharva who
used to spend entire days worshipping Siva with precious
stones. He approached the Gandharva and requested him
to inform him the effect of worshipping Siva with diamonds.
The Gandharva said, "Those who worship Siva with
daimonds were sure to reach Kailasa in this birth itself not
easily accessible even to Gods like Bramha". Then the
brahmin enquired where he could obtain such valuable
diamonds. The Gandharva replied, that he procured the
diamonds from the various sea-gods. 'The easiest way for
you to get the precious stones is to be reborn as a serpent
and collect them from the Naga-loka where they are